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5th SUNDAY OF LENT 11 MARCH 2018 
(Prayer of the Church Week 1 Parish Mass Book Page 169) 

 

MASSES THIS WEEKEND  

Saturday 6.30pm People of the Parish 

Sunday 9.00am Patricia Farrelly 

 10.30am Shirley Coxon 

Monday 7.30pm Private Intention 

Tuesday 7.30pm Donald Keenan 

Wednesday 8.00am Tony Smith 

Thursday 9.00am Marie Halter 

Friday 9.00am Holy Souls 

 

MASSES NEXT WEEKEND 

Saturday 6.30pm People of the Parish 

Sunday 9.00am Tony Barrow 

 10.30am Michael Kilgannon 

 

Novena No novena this week 

Confessions No confessions until further notice 

Meditation Monday after Mass &Saturday 10.15am 

 

Counters team next Sunday - Team D 

Tina Bradley Pat O’Neile Anne Edwards John Petford 

 

GIFT AID AND STANDING ORDER FORMS 
I was once again astonished at the number of further parishioners who took away with 

them gift aid and standing order forms after last weekend’s masses.  This appeal has 

clearly stimulated a renewed spirit of generosity and commitment within our parish 

community, something which is source of great joy to me in these difficult times.  The 

finance team tells me that it would be helpful to all concerned if we can now process this 

paperwork in time for the start of the new tax year which begins early next month, so 

could I ask parishioners who have yet to return the forms to do so as soon as possible – 

the basket will again be at the rear of the church this weekend and next. 

CAFOD FAMILY FAST COLLECTION 

Over the weekend of 24/25 February we held the annual CAFOD Lenten Family Fast 

Day collection.  Following the receipt of a few ‘late’ donations we have now been able 

to send off to CAFOD a sum of £2,091.  However, that is not all.  At present the UK 

Government has a policy of matching donations to major charities on a pound for pound 

basis, thus doubling that sum in CAFOD’s hands.  And in addition over £1,300 of our 

donations was gift aided adding a further £300+.  So well done in raising, in support of 

the wonderful work being done by CAFOD, a sum of more than £4,500 .  In the face of 

such generosity, words fail me! 

OUR GOOD FRIDAY ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
The Good Friday Ecumenical service will be at St. James’ Church, starting 10.30am. 

The reflections and prayers focus on Stations of the Cross for Our Times. Through these 

Stations, Jesus is inviting us to journey with Him and to reflect on His suffering as it 

continues in the lives of His people today. After the service, there will be refreshments 

and the opportunity to continue our fellowship with our brothers and sisters in Christ, 

from St James’ with St Matthew’s.  

SVP RAFFLE 

Thanks to everyone who supported the raffle! We raised £125 from ticket sales !!. This 

will help a lot of people nationwide.  The draw is on 29th March, 2018. Please keep an 

eye on the noticeboard for the list of winners.   

TAKING STOCK 

Perhaps now is a good time to stop and take stock of how you support the church to keep 

it going.  Being human, it is easy to drift from year to year.  It is so easy to go on giving 

the same amount year in year out and forget that money decreases in value.  What you 

could get for £5 20 years ago you no longer can get.  It is the same with Mass offerings.  

When I came here almost 20 years ago most people offered £5 for a Mass offering.  As 

I said £5 no longer buys what it did 20 years ago..  The offering traditionally was meant 

to support the priest on the day he offered the Mass.  Initially it was food that was given 

and brought up at the offertory.  As some of the food was dirty, like potatoes,  the priest 

needed to wash his hands after the offertory.  He still does it though there is no longer 

the need.  Money took the place of food.  Now £5 won’t go far for a priest even in Africa 
where many of our Masses are offered. 

EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 
If anyone would like to attend the Eucharistic Congress in the Echo Arena on the 8th 

September please let Dave know. 

REFURBISHMENT PHOTOS 
The refurbishment photos which I showed last week are now on the home page of the 

web site. 

 

mailto:ourladys.portico@rcaolp.co.uk
http://www.ourladysportico.co.uk/
http://www.mcnmedia.tv/

